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Northern Ireland, the Republic, Britain, or
the United States.

This is what the people want and we must
not fail them. A year ago, people said it was
hopeless, that the sides were too far apart.
But the people and political parties in North-
ern Ireland proved them wrong. We all per-
severed. People compromised. People
showed courage.

One year on, we can meet the deadline
that has been set. More courage will be need-
ed. But we are nearly there.

The prize is very great indeed and it is
now in sight. We have come too far to go
back now. Let us finish the task between now
and Good Friday.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Statement Announcing a Review of
Security at the Department of
Energy Weapons Labs
March 18, 1999

Today I have asked the President’s For-
eign Intelligence Advisory Board, chaired by
Warren Rudman, to undertake a review of
the security threat at the Department of En-
ergy’s weapons labs and the adequacy of the
measures that have been taken to address it.
The Board is a bipartisan, independent advi-
sory body responsible, among other things,
for assessing the quality and adequacy of our
counterintelligence efforts.

I have asked the Board to address the na-
ture of the present counterintelligence secu-
rity threat, the way in which it has evolved
over the last two decades and the steps we
have taken to counter it, as well as to rec-
ommend any additional steps that may be
needed. I have asked the Board to deliver
its completed report to the Congress, and to
the fullest extent possible consistent with our
national security, to release an unclassified
version to the public.

I am determined to do all that is necessary
to protect our sensitive national security I
formation and to prevent its diversion to for-
eign countries. Last year I signed Presi-
dential Decision Directive 61 to strengthen
security and counterintelligence at the labs,
and since 1995, we have increased the De-

partment of Energy’s counterintelligence
budget fifteenfold, from $2 to $31 million.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report of the
Corporation for Public Broadcasting
March 18, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 19(3) of the Public

Telecommunications Act of 1992 (Public
Law 102–356), I transmit herewith a report
of the Corporation for Public Broadcasting.
This report outlines, first, the Corporation’s
efforts to facilitate the continued develop-
ment of superior, diverse, and innovative
programming and, second, the Corporation’s
efforts to solicit the views of the public on
current programming initiatives.

This report summarizes 1997 program-
ming decisions and outlines how Corporation
funds were distributed—$47.9 million for
television program development, $18.8 mil-
lion for radio programming development,
and $15.6 million for general system support.
The report also reviews the Corporation’s
Open to the Public campaign which allows
the public to submit comments via mail, a
24-hour toll-free telephone line, or the Cor-
poration’s Internet website.

I am confident this year’s report will meet
with your approval and commend, as always,
the Corporation’s efforts to deliver consist-
ently high quality programming that brings
together American families and enriches all
our lives.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 18, 1999.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report of the
National Endowment for Democracy
March 18, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by the provisions of section

504(h) of Public Law 98–164, as amended
(22 U.S.C. 4413(i)), I transmit herewith the
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15th Annual Report of the National Endow-
ment for Democracy, which covers fiscal year
1998.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 18, 1999.

Remarks on Receiving the Peace
Garden Scroll and the Shalom
Chaver Award for International
Leadership
March 18, 1999

Leah and Dahlia; Noa, Yuval, Tali, Rachel:
Hillary and I are honored to welcome you
here. We are honored by the Shalom Chaver
Award and the Peace Garden and the power
of your example.

Thank you, Noa, for the beautiful song.
I thank the members of the Cabinet who are
here, the administration, especially Secretary
Albright and Mr. Berger, and I want to say
a special word of thanks to all those who have
been on our peace team, now and for the
last 6 years: Mr. Ross, Mr. Indyk; before
them, Secretary Christopher, Mr. Lake and
others.

I welcome the members of the diplomatic
corps who are here. I think it would be worth
noting, as a particular tribute to Prime Min-
ister Rabin that the members of the diplo-
matic corps who are here are the Ambas-
sadors of Jordan, Egypt, Tunisia, Morocco,
Qatar, Oman, and the PLO. Welcome.

I thank Congressmen Lantos, Lewis, and
Lowey for being here. We have many distin-
guished guests from Israel, including General
and Mrs. Mordechai and Mrs. Barak. We
thank you for being here, all of our guests
from Israel, and all of our American guests.
Thank you for coming, in the words of Prime
Minister Rabin, to make a stand against vio-
lence and for peace.

We are gratified to know that this Rabin
Center will promote Yitzhak’s legacy and his
vision of a Middle East in a world where peo-
ple do not have to die for peace but can actu-
ally live in peace and enjoy it.

I still remember quite clearly the meeting
we had in March of 1993, when the Oslo
agreement was still months away, but he had
already foreseen the bold steps he would

have to take. He shared with me his assess-
ment of the danger posed by the adversaries
in the Middle East. As I recall, he called it
a marriage of extremists and missiles. He un-
derstood that Israel needed a strategic peace,
a circle of peace with others in the region
to isolate and weaken extremists.

All I could say to him then, and all I can
do now is to state again that, as Israel takes
risks for peace, the United States will do ev-
erything in its power to minimize those risks
and advance that cause.

Today I also thank Leah and Dahlia for
remembering our friend His Majesty King
Hussein. In a humorous moment in an other-
wise profoundly somber day, at his funeral,
I was standing with another leader of the
Arab world whom I dare not mention for fear
of embarrassing him, and we noticed, stand-
ing there at the King’s funeral Prime Min-
ister Netanyahu, General Barak and General
Mordechai. And the leader looked at me and
he said, ‘‘This is truly an amazing world. King
Hussein is the only thing they agree on.’’
[Laughter]

Hussein and Yitzhak Rabin were brave sol-
diers who had the courage to tell the hard
truth that there would be no security for any
in the Middle East without fairness for all,
that the time had come to lift people’s hopes,
not exploit their fears, to reach across the
divide of history and hatred, to fulfill the true
promise of the Promised Land. They knew
well enough that extremists would try to de-
rail the peace accord by keeping fear and
frustration, mistrust and misery dominant in
the lives of ordinary Palestinians and Israelis.
But they were determined to turn back the
tide, and so they did.

How we gloried in those brilliant days in
1993 and 1995 when the leaders of the Mid-
dle East gathered here to grasp hands and
pledged to build a safer and better future.
How we enjoyed those first halting steps to-
ward reconciliation. Even then there was
humor. I will never forget when Yitzhak
promised me in September of ’93 that he
would shake Mr. Arafat’s hand as long as
there was no kissing. [Laughter]

But it wasn’t long after that when they
came here to sign all the maps to embody
in concrete terms the accord which had been
reached, when a dispute arose. And it was
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